
Covid-19 Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 13th July 2020 

13/7/20 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government (a) when, (b) how and (c) on which topics the Scottish Learner Panel 
has been consulted during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5W-29936) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of involving 
young people in decision making processes which affect their lives, including in 
decisions made regarding learning and education settings. 
As such the Scottish Government has engaged with children and young people 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic to gather their views and ensure these are 
reflected in planning and decision-making processes. 
This includes supporting the Scottish Youth Parliament, YouthLink Scotland and 
Young Scot to deliver the ‘LockdownLowdown’ survey of 2,418 young people which 
concluded in April 2020 and supporting the Children’s Parliament to deliver their 
‘How are you doing?’ survey of 3,968 children which concluded in May 2020. 
I also held a panel discussion meeting with a group of 19 children and young people 
on 17 June 2020 to discuss the impact of COVID-19 on learning and educating 
settings. Topics discussed included learners experiences of learning at home, 
additional support schools, local authorities and government can provide to help 
overcome barriers to learning during COVID-19, learner concerns regarding a return 
to school in August, learner hopes for the new school term in August, the mental 
health and wellbeing of learners during COVID-19 and any positive impacts of the 
COVID-19 crisis on learning or learners. 
The Scottish Government are also working with partners in the third sector to 
establish an ‘Education Recovery Panel’ of children and young people who will 
represent the views of learners in the education recovery process throughout the 
recovery period. 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it has carried out an equality impact 
assessment of its plans for schools returning. (S5W-29977) 
John Swinney: As part of the ongoing work of the COVID-19 Education Recovery 
Group (CERG), we published the Strategic Framework for Reopening Schools, Early 
Learning and Childcare Provision in Scotland on 21 May. Alongside this, we 
published an Initial Impact Assessment to accompany the framework. This document 
sets out some of our key priorities in this area and our commitment to completing full 
impact assessments with the input of equalities groups and other interested parties 
in due course. These documents continue to be developed and will be published 
prior to schools reopening in August. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the education secretary's announcement on 23 
June 2020 on the proposed full-time return to school in August 2020, what plans it 
has for the learning of those children who are shielding due to medical conditions or 
who live with a family member who is shielding. (S5W-30199) 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-settings-initial-impact-assessment/pages/3/


John Swinney: At the moment the guidance on the return to school for those 
shielding is provided within the re-opening of schools guide, which is available from 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-openingschools- 
guide/ It provides a range of guidance in relation to the circumstances where a pupil 
themselves is shielding or is living with someone who is shielding. For children who 
are themselves shielding it says “People with serious underlying health conditions 
are strongly advised to follow shielding measures to keep themselves safe and not to 
attend school in person.” 
In my statement to Parliament, I stated that “we still need to protect those in our 
society who might not be able to attend school for health reasons. and to the 
continued need for blended learning as a contingency." Attached is a link to the 
official report which will confirm this 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12713&i=114985 
In her statement to Parliament the First Minister said “In addition, before the end of 
July we will provide further advice to those who are shielding. If we can, we want to 
move away from the current position of blanket guidance for all shielding people to 
much more tailored advice about risk and how to mitigate it.” 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To  
ask the Scottish Government, in light of National 5 students not sitting exams in 
2020, what consideration it has given to whether this will mean they are less  
prepared for the pressure of sitting Higher level exams in 2021, and what action it 
proposes to better prepare them for that experience. (S5W-30208) 
John Swinney: The Education Recovery Group, which I chair, is considering the 
recovery phase of the education system, including delivery of the assessment of 
National Qualifications in 2020-2021. Our priority continues to be to ensure 
fairness for all learners. 
Each year, schools prepare young people for exam conditions using a range of 
approaches which are a regular part of the curriculum. This will continue to be an 
area of work that will be important for schools to give consideration to. 
It will continue to be the responsibility of individual schools and local 
authorities to develop and deliver a tailored approach that supports the needs of 
young people in the next academic session, in consultation with parents and carers. 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what work is being carried out with local authorities to support 
teachers who are in receipt of the job retention payment for supply and temporary 
contracts into full-time teaching posts. (S5W-30397) 
John Swinney: For the reopening of schools in August, we will need all possible 
teaching resources at our disposal to compensate for any loss of learning suffered 
during lockdown, as well as to bring much needed resilience to the education system 
at this challenging time. 
Whilst the recruitment and deployment of teachers in local authority schools is a 
matter for individual councils to determine depending on their local needs, we are 
currently working with local authorities to establish what additional staff are 
needed. Once we know that, we will take steps to meet that demand. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12713&i=114985


 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how children with additional support needs will be supported to return to face-to-face 
education in August 2020, and how lost learning will be recovered for these children 
in the recovery period. (S5W-30472) 
John Swinney: One of our key priorities is to ensure that children and young people 
with additional support needs, continue to be fully supported with their learning as 
we begin to transition back to a greater level of face-to-face education. 
The needs of individual children should be carefully considered by education 
authorities, schools and early learning centres within the plans for anticipating a 
return to schools on a full-time basis in August. Our national guidance on continuity 
of learning supports this approach. 
To further support local authorities and schools, Education Scotland has developed 
bespoke resources to assist in planning the individual support that children and 
young people with additional support needs may require in their transition back to 
school or in their progression to another learning setting. 
 
17/7/20 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, when it would expect public bodies to publish 
their children’s rights reports, in line with the Children and Young People 
(Scotland) Act 2014, Part 1, Section 2. (S5W-30526) 
Maree Todd: Part 1, Section 2, of the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 
2014 (the 2014 Act) places a duty on specified public authorities, including all local 
authorities and health boards, to report every 3 years on the steps they have taken 
in that period to secure better or further effect of the requirements of the UNCRC. 
The first reports under this duty are due as soon as practicable after the 31st of 
March 2020. The responsibility to comply with the 2014 Act lies with the specified 
public authorities. 
Children’s rights and wellbeing matter now more than ever. The Covid-19 
emergency has further highlighted that children’s rights must be respected, protected 
and fulfilled, or inequality and harm for children and young people who are most 
vulnerable can grow. 
However, we realise that COVID-19 is placing a significant burden on public 
authorities at this time in terms of both planning and delivery of public services and 
individual personal circumstances. 
For that reason, Part 3 (duties in respect of reports and other documents), 
paragraph 8, of Schedule 6 (Functioning of Public Bodies) of the Coronavirus 
(Scotland) Act 2020 (2020 Act) allows for Scottish public authorities to postpone 
publishing reports or laying reports before the Scottish Parliament if they are of the 
view that doing so is likely to impede their ability to take effective action to prevent, 
protect against, delay or otherwise control the incidence or transmission of 
coronavirus. The reporting duty placed on listed public authorities under Part 1, 
section 2, of the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 (2014 Act) falls 



within the scope of the provisions of the 2020 Act. Where the decision is to delay 
reporting, a statement will have to be made per paragraph 8(3) of schedule 6 of the 
2020 Act. 
Scottish Ministers are required to undertake a review of the provisions under Part 
1 of the Scottish Coronavirus Acts every two months. This includes the provisions 
under Schedule 6, Part 3 of the 2020 Act. They are required to prepare a report 
on that review which must include the status of those provisions and it must 
include a statement that Ministers are satisfied that the status of the provisions is 
appropriate. The first report was published on 9th of June and the second report is 
due after the reporting period ends on 31st July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


